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{Law Number 148 for 1980 Regarding the Authority of the Press) 


(Texte) In the aame of the people: 
The president of the republic: 
The People's Assembly has resolved to issue the law whose text follows: 


Section I: The Authority of the Press and the Rights and Duties of Journalists 


Chapter One: The Authority of the Press 


Article One: The press is an independent popular authority pursuing its mission 
freely in the service of society; expressing public opinion trends and participa- 
ting in forming and directing that public opinion by various means of expression 
within the framework of society's basic constituents; preserving public freedoms, 
rights and duties; and respecting inviolability of citizens’ private lives. 


Article Two: The purpose of a free press is to set up the free climate for the 
growth of society through enlightened knowledge and to contribute towards Leading 
the way to better solutions regarding everything that pertains to the interests of 
the homeland and the interests of citizens. 


Article Three: Jourmalists are independent; their work is subject to no authority 
other than that of the law, 


Chapter Two: The Rights and the Duties of Journalists 


Article Four: An opinion expressed by a journalist or accurate informtion 
published by him may not constitute cause for infringing upon his safety. 


Article Five: A journalist has the right to obtain news, information and statis- 
tics from their source, and he has the right to publish the same, A journalist 
my not be compelled to reveal the sources of his information, within the limits 
of she lav, 
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Article Six: A journalist is co abide by society's basic constituents which are 
stipulated in the constitution, 


Article Seven: A journalist is prohibited from accepting direct or indirect 
contributions, aid of special privileges from foreign agencies. Any increase in 
the rates paid by these agencies for the advertising they publish and which is in 


excess of established advertising rates in the newspaper is considered indirec : 
aid, 


Newspapers are also prohibited from receiving any direct or indirect government 
aid unless such aid lis offered] in accordance with the general principles that 
are drawn up by the Supreme Press Council, 


Anyone who violates the first paragraph of this article is punishable by imprison- 
ment for a period of not less than } months and a fine that is not less than 500 
pounds and not more than 1,000 pou ws or by one of these two penalties. 


The court gives a decision requiring the violator to pay 4 sum that is double that 
of the contribution, the aid or the privilege that was obtained by the newspaper. 


Article Eight: . newspaper is prohibited from dealing with a matter that is being 
taken care o. by investigative authorities or the courts in 4 @anner that would 
affect the interests of the investigation or the trial or affect the positions of 
those who are being investigated or those who are on trial. 


Newspapers are obliged to publish the statement of the public prosecution as well 
as the sentences or the verdicts that ¢-« issued in court cases about which they 
had published [information] during thy course of the investigation or trial along 
with an adequate summary of the reasons therefor, if a decision is made to discon- 
tinue [legal action] or a verdict of innocence is issued, 


Article Nine: At the request of on concerned with 4 matter the editor-in-chief 
or the editor in charge has to puoli sh 4 correction of facts he had mentioned or 
statements he had published in the newspaper. 


The correction must be published within the 3 days that follow his receipt of the 
request, or at the most in the first issue of the newspaper [that comes out after 
he receives the request), in the same place and in the same type used in publishing 
the article that is to be corrected, 


The correction is to be published without charge if it does not exceed twice the 
length of the aforementioned article, If it exceeds that length, the editor has 
the right »r. i. to publication to ask the person in question to pay a fee for the 
extra lengt: on “So basis of determined advertising rates. 


Article Ten: A newspaper may refrain from publishing 4 correction in the following 
cases: 


A, If the newspaper receives the co. rection 60 days after publication of the item 
that required such correction, 











B. Lf the newspaper had already executed in the same sense the correction of 
facts of statements that were included in the art.cle whose correction is requested, 


C, Lf the correccion is written in a language other than that of the news item 
or article, 


The newspaper should refrain from publishing a correction in these two cases: 


A. If the correction involves an infringement upo. the supreme interests of the 
state or 4 violation of the basic constituents of society in accordance with 
Section Ll of the Constitu*ion. 


B. Lf publication of the correction involves a crime punishable by law or a 
violation of public order or morals. 


Article Eleven: Anyone who violates the provisions of the previous two articles 
is punishable by imprisonment for 4 period that is not less than 3 months and a 
fine that is not less than 500 pounds and not more than 1,000 pounds, or one of 
these two penalties. The court is to compel the newspaper to publish the text of 
the correction, as submitted by the person in question, or any other text it 
determines, In this case the correction gust be published within a period that 
is not more than 15 days from the date of the judgment, if the judgment was 
delivered in the presence of the litigant parties, or from the date of its 
proclamation, if the judgment was delivered in the absence of litigants, whether 
or not the judgment is appealable. 


If the judgment is nullified after the correction is published, the editor may 
publish the text of the nullification decision at the expense of the opposing 
party at whose request the case had been filed. 


The punitive decision that is issued may also dictate that the correction be 
published in three newspapers determined by the person in question at the expense 
of the editor or the newspaper if the editor or the newspaper refrain from carry- 
ing out the lcourt! order to publish the correction, 


Article Twelve: (Proceedings for] a criminal case may not be set in motion in 
accordance with the previous article until the person in question notifies the 
Supreme Press Council by certified letter to take the action it deems necessary 

to publish the correction. If 15 days go by from the date said letter is received 
by the Supreme Press Council and the correction has not been published, a criminal 
case may be set in motion, 


Section II: Publication and Ownership of Newspapers 


Chapter One: Newspaper Publication 


Article Thirteen: Political parties and Legal persons are guaranteed the freedom 
to publish newspapers in accordance with the law, 











Article Fourteen; Anyone who wishes to publish a new newspaper has to submit to 
the Supreme Press Council a written notice [to that effect) signed by the news- 
paper's legal representative, This notice is to include the name, title, national- 
ity and place of residence of the newspaper's owner; the name of the newspaper; 

the language in which it will be published; its address; the name of the editor-in- 
chie!, and the address of the press where the newspaper will be printed, 


If the data included in the notice change after a permit for the newspape: is 
issued, the Supreme Press Coun il must be notified of this change in writing at 
least 8 days before it takes place, unless the change occurred unexpectedly. 

In that case the council must be notified in no more than 8 days from the date 
of the change, 


if thie article is violated, the legal representative of the newspaper is to be 
punished by imprisonment for a period that is not less than 3 months and a fine 
that is not less than 500 pounds and not more than 1,000 pounds or by one of these 
two penalties. In addition, the newspaper is to be suspended for a period that is 
not less than 3 months and not more than 1 year. 


Article Fifteen the Supreme Press Council is to issue its decision regarding the 
newspaper pub! .acion notice submitted to it in a period of time that should not 
exceed 40 days from the date the notice was submitted, The lack of a decision 
during the aforementioned period is to be construed as constituting no objection 
to publication on the part of the Supreme Press Council. 


if the council issues a decision rejecting publication of the newspaper, those 
concerned may appeal the decision to th: court of values by filing an appeal with 
the clerks’ office of that court with’n 30 days of receiving the rejection notice. 


Article Sixteen: If the newspaper is not published within 3 months after the 
permit is issued or if it is not pub’ished regularly within 6 months, the permit 

is considered null and void and the cact that the newspaper was not being published 
regularly is then established by tl» decision of the Supreme Press Council, and 

the person in question is to be nocified of the decision, 


Article Seventeen: Approving the publication of a newspaper is considered a 
special privilege that is in no way transferable. 


Any disposition in violation of the provisions of this article is considered null 
and void, 


Anyone who violates the provisions of this article is punishable by a fine that is 
not less tha. .00 pounds and not more than 1,000 pounds. In addition, the news- 
paper's pent revoked, 


Article Eighteen: Publicacion, participation in publication or ownership of news- 
papers in any way is forbid‘e for the following groups of people: 

















1. Those who are prohibited from practicing political rights. 


2, Those who are prohibited from forming or joining political parties, 
3. Those who advocate principles that imply denial of divine laws, 

4, Those who have been sentenced by the court of values, 

Chapter Two: Newspaper Ownership 


Article Nineteen: Political parties and public and private legal persons are 
guaranteed the right to own newspapers in accordance with the law, 


Newspapers published by private legal persons, except political parties and 
professional unions and associations, have to assume the form of cooperatives 

or joint-stock companies, In both cases all the stock must be at face value and 
owned by Egyptians only. The paid capital of the company must not be less than 
250,000 pounds, if the newspaper is a daily publication, and 100,000 pounds if it 
is a weekly. The paid capital is to be deposited in full in one of the Egyptian 
banks before the newspaper is published, The Supreme Press Council lat its 
discretion) may exempt Ta newspaper) from all or some of the aforementioned condi- 
tions. 


A person and members of his family may not own more than 500 pounds in the capital 
stock of the company. The family is construed as the husband, the wife and the 
dependent children. 


Article Twenty: The Supreme Press Council is to prepare a sample newspaper charter 
and bylaws [for a newspaper publishing firm] that assumes the form of a joint-stock 
company or a cooperative, 


The charter is to identify the objectives of the newspaper and the names of the 
chairman and members of the provisional board of directors among the stockholders, 


This board of directors serves a term that is to be no more than 6 months long from 
the date the establishment measures are completed. During that period a board of 
directors is to be elected in accordance with the system determined by the charter, 





Article Twenty-One: Every newspaper is to have an editor-in-chief who would 
actually oversee what is published in that newspaper. Every newspaper is to have 
a number of responsible editors, each of whom would actually oversee a particular 
one of its departments. 


The editor-in-chief and the editors in the newspaper must be registered active 
members of the press union, 


The editors-in-chief of scientific publications which are published by scientific 
organizations or other organizations determined by the Supreme Press Council, are 
exempt from the conditions indicated in the two former paragraphs, 





In case the firet and second paragraphs are violated, the newspaper is suspended 
for a period of time that is not to exceed 6 months, 


Section Lil; National Newspapers 
Chapter One: Ownership 


Article Twenty=Two: In applying the provisions of this law, [the term], national 
newspapers, refers to those newspapers that are currently being published or that 
will be published in the future by press organizations that were owned by the Arab 
Secialist Union or by organizations to which the Arab Socialist Union contributed 
as well as the Middle East News Agency, the National Distribution Company, OCTOBER 
Magazine and the newspapers that are published by press organizations which are 
established by the Advisory Board, 


National press organizations and national newspapers are owned by the state, and 
the Advisory Board exercises the rights of ownership lon said newspaper). 


Article Twenty-Thre.; Individual work contracts regulate the relationship between 
national press .cyanizations and all the journalists and administrators working in 
them, 


in the interests of business, workers in national press organizations may be 
transferred from one organization to another by a decision of the Supreme Press 
Council after consultations with the two organizations in question, [The employee] 
would be transferred to a positio: the same mature and with the same salary as 
the one he had held, 


Article fwenty-Four: Half of the net profits are to be designated for the 
employees of the national press organization, and the other half is to be desig- 
nated for expansion and renovation r o‘ects and for other projects as well, 


The Supreme Press Council issues th« decisions and the rules that regulate the 
Mminagement of the organization, tlhe preparation of its annual budget and the 
distribution of profits. 


The Central Accounting Agency is to review the books and records of a national 
press organization on a regular basis to ascertain the soundness and the lcgality 
of its financial, administrative and legal measures. The organization is to make 
it possible for the agency to carry out this review. 


The aforementioned agency has to prepare a report [indicating] the outcome of its 
examinatio’ «nd it has to send notification of these reports to the Advisory 
Board, the Supre.. Press Council an¢ the [press organization's] general assembly. 


Article Twenty-Five: Each national press organization is a legal person, and it 
may pursue all legal action. achieve its objectives. The national press 
organization is representec by the chairman of its board of directors, 











Article Twenty-Six: With the approval of the Supreme Press Council a national 
press organization may establish companies to pursue its publishing, advertising, 
printing or distribution activities, 


The Supreme Press Council is to establish the rules that regulate the establish- 
ment of these companies, 


Article Twenty-Seven: The provisions of Law Number 62 for 1975 regarding illegal 
gain apply to the employees of national press organizations, 


A national press organization may engage in export and import activities, and it 
my engage in the activities of commercial agencies in the course of pursuing its 
activities in accordance with the ruies that are laid down by the Supreme Press 
Council, 


Article Twenty-Eight: The retirement age for journalists and administrators who 
are employed by national press organizations is 60 ye ~s, 


Upon the recommendation of the organization's board of directors the Supreme Press 
Council may extend retirement every year [until an employee] reaches the age of 65, 


No one who reaches the age of 60 may retain the position of chairman or member of 
the board of directors of a press organization; nor may he retain the position of 
editor-in-chief of national newspapers or that of a member of the editorial 
councils in those national newspapers. 


Chapter Two: The General Assembly 


Article Twenty-Nine: The general assembly of a national press organization is to 
consist of 35 members who are to be selected in the following manner: 


1, Fifteen members representing the journalists, the administrators and the 
workers in the press orgar‘zation to be elected by direct secret ballot. A member 
of the general assembly must have at least 5 years' experience working in the 
press. 


Each group is to elect five members, 

2. Twenty members are to be selected by the Advisory Board from among writers or 
those who are interested in the affairs of thought, culture, the press and the 
media, provided that at least four of them are from the same press organization. 
fhe elections and the selection are to take place every 4 years. 

The Supreme Press Council is to draw up the rules that regulate the conduct of the 


elections, the conditions for convening a legally valid general assembly and the 
system for making decisions, 


Article Thirty: The general assembly of a national press organization is to con 
concern itself with the following: 























Ll. Approving the estimated budget and the final statement of account, 


2. Appointing and confirming controllers. 


3. Approving the organization's economic and fiscal policy, considering new 
projects; or disposing of existing projects, This is to be done through the 
annual report that is submitted by the board of directors, 


4, Approving the special provisions for wages or other provisions drawn up by 
the board of directors provided that the minimum wage rules that are drawn up by 
the Supreme Press Council be adhered to, 


5. Considering matters presented to it by the board of directors, 


6. Submitting a proposal to the Supreme Press Council to discharge the board of 
directors in case it does not fulfill its duties, 


One-third of the members of the general assembly may request that a particular 
subject be placed on the agenda for discussion when the general assembly is 
convened, One-.liird of the members of the general assembly or the board of 
directors of . © newspaper may also request that an extraordinary meeting of 
the general assembly be convened, 


Chapter Three: Boards of Directors and Editorial Boards 


Article Thirty-One: The board of directors of a national press organization is to 
be made up of 15 members as follows: 


1. A chairman of the board of directors chosen by the Advisory Board, 





2. Six employees of the organization sho are to be elected by secret ballot 
provided that two of them be journalists, two administrators and two workers. 
tach group is to elect its own repr sentatives, 


s. Eight members are to be selic. ed by the Advisory Board, provided that at least 
four of them be from the same press organization, 


The term of membership of the board of directors is 4 years, and the term is 
renewable, 


In order for a meeting of the board of directors to be legally valid, an absoluce 
majority of its members must be present. 


Decisions are t made in accordance with the opinion of the majority of those 
present, When there is no majority, the opinion of the group in whose midst lone 
finds] the chairman of the buard prevails. 


One may not be a member of the board of directors of more than one press organiza- 
t ion, 











Article Thirty-Two: An editorial board is to be formed in each one of the nationa! 
newspapers, Lt is to consist of at least five members and it is to be chaired by 
the editor=in-chiel who is selected by the Advisory Board, The board of directors 
selects the remaining four members among whom should be the person who is next in 
line after the editor-in-chief in journalistic responsibility, 


The term of membership on the editorial board is 3 years, and the term is renew- 
able, 


Article Thirty-Three; The executive decree for this law regulates the method and 
the measures for selecting the chairman cf the board of directors and the editor- 
in-chief, 


Article Thirty-Four: The editorial board is to draw up the editorial policy and 
to pursue its implementation within the framework of the general policy that is 
drawn up by the organization's board of directors, The implementation of this 
policy falls under the jurisdiction of the editor-in-chief and his assistants. 


Section LIV: The Supreme Press Council 
Chapter One: The Organization of the Supreme Press Council 


Article Thirty-Five;: The Supreme Press Council is an independent authority 
located in Cairo, It is a legal person overseeing the affairs of the press so 
as to achieve its freedom and independence, It exercises its authority in the 
context of society's main constituents to ensure the preservation of national 
unity and social peace and to confirm the effectiveness of the press in ensuring 
the citizens’ rights to know and to receive accurate news, 


The organization and the authorities of the Supreme Press Council and its relations 
with the state authorities and with the press union are in accordance with the 
manner indicated in this law, 


Article Thirty-Six: The president of the republic issues the decision to form 
the Supreme Press Council as follows; 


1. The chairman of the Advisory Board is to preside over the Supreme Press Coun- 
cil, 


2, The chairmen of the boards of directors of the national press organizations. 
3. The editors-in-chief of national newspapers, provided that in case there is 


more than one, each organization is to be represented by one editor-in-chief selec- 
ted by the organization's board of directors, 


4, The editors-in-chief of party newspapers that are published in accordance with 
the Law for Political Parties, If one party has more than one newspaper, the 
party is to select the editor-in-chief that is to represent it, 








5. The president of the press union, 
6. The chief of the Public Information Authority. 
7, The chairman of the board of directors of the Middle East News Agency. 


8. The chairman of the board of trustees of the Association of Radio and Tele- 
vision, , 


9. The president of the union of workers in the press, printing and publishing, 


10, The chairman of the board of directors of the National Distribution Company 
or one of the press distribution experts, 


ll, The president of the Association of \:. ters, 


12, A number of public figures who are incc:csied in the affairs of the press; 
they are to be selected by the Advisory Board provided that the r number not 
exceed that of the members mentioned in the previous paragraphs, 


13. Two attoi nwys to be selected by the Advisory Board, 


Article Thirty-Seven: The term of membership in the Supreme Press Council is 
4 years, and the term is renewable, 


Article Thirty-Eight: The offic. staff of the Supreme Press Council is to be made 
up of the president, the two attorneys, the secretary general and the assistant 
secretary general, 


Except for its president, the Supreme Press Council is to select the office staff 
by secret ballot. 


Chapter Two: Its Authorities 


Article Thirty-Nine: The Supre.. Press Council draws up the decrees that indicate 
the system of work in the council and determine the council's committees, the way 
they are formed and their method of doing business. 


Article Forty: The president of the council represents the council in front of 
judicial, administrative and other agencies and in front of others. In general, 
he supervises the proper conduct of the council's business, and he presides over 
the meetings of the office staff, 


The president o. (he council may delegate some of his authorities to one or both 
attorneys, and he my authorize one of the attorneys to preside over some of the 
council's meetings. 


If the — is absent or otherwise prevented [from attending a council 
meeting), the two attorneys may take turns ia presiding over the council, 
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The secretary general executes the decisions of the council and prepares ites 
agenda by [mutual] agreement with the president of the council, 


Article Forty-One: The council meets regularly at least once every 2 months, 
and it may be called for an emergency meeting at the request of its president or 
at the request of at least one-third of its members, 


The council also meets at the time set for it by ite president at the request of 
the council's secretariat to look into newspaper publication notices that are 
submitted to it, The council meets within 2 weeks of the date of submission of 
said notices, 


Article Forty-Two: The president of the republic may convene an emergency meeting 
of the Supreme Press Council, In this case, the president of the republic presides 
over the meeting. 


Article Forty-Three: The Supreme Press Council has the right to request data from 
official authorized agencies that enable it to exercise its authorities within the 
limits [set forth by] the law, 


Article Forty-Four: In addition to the other authorities stipulated in this law, 
the Supreme Press Co ~:il assumes the following authorities: 


1, To express an opinion on bills that regulate the affairs of the press, 


2. To do everything that would strengthen the Egyptian press and further its 
growth and development so as to keep it abreast of modern scientific progress in 
the areas of the press and to extend it regionally to the broadest terrain, To 
do so the Supreme Press Council may establish a newspaper support fund. 


The Supreme Press Council is to issue the decree that regulates the fund, 


3. To protect the business of the press; to ensure the rights of journalists; and 
to guarantee that they perform their duties in the manner indicated in the law, 


4, To approve the Journalistic Honor Agreement and the rules that guarantee that 
it be respected and carried out, 


5. To guarantee a suitable minimum wage for journalists and employees of the press 
organizations, 


6, ALl the authorities regarding the press that had been conferred upon the Arab 
Socialist Union and its organizations and the minister in charge of the media, 
These authorities are stipulated in Law Number 76 for 1970 which established the 
Press Union, 


7, To grant permission to a journalist who wishes to work for 4 newspaper, a 
press agency or a non-Egyp' an medium inside the Arab Republic of Egypt or abroad 
or to a journalist who wishes to pursue any activity whether said activity was 
continuous or intermittent, after said journalist obtains the approval of the 
agency where he is employed, 


Ll 











8. To do everything that would provide what is necessary for publishing newspapers 
and overcoming all the obstacles that newspapers confront. 


9. To determine the paper allotments for newspapers; to fix the prices of newe- 
papers and magazines; and to fix the prices of advertising space for the government 
and the public sector so as not to disrupt the reader's right to have editorial 
space in accordance with international custom, 


10. To coordinate [efforts] between newspapers in the economic and administrative 
areas as determined in this law and in the Press Union Law; in matters that touch 
upon the freedom and independence of the press; and in the complaints that infringe 
upon the rights or the dignity of individuals and to make the appropriate decision 
regarding all this, 


Article Forty-Five: The Supreme Press Council has its independent budget which is 
entered as 4 single item in the state budget, 


The bylaws of the Supreme Press Council indicate how the council's annual draft 
budget is to be prepared, discussed and approved; how the council's accounting is 
to be prepared, organized and reviewed; and how the final statement is to be 
prepared and a, »roved, without the restriction of government rules. 


Article Forty-Six: In addition to the authorities determined for the Supreme Press 
Council in this law and without infringing upon lanyone's] right to file a civil, 
criminal or political suit, the council, in case 4 journalist violates the duties 
stipulated in this law, in the Press Union Law or in the Journalistic Honor Agree- 
ment, my form an investigating committoe that consists of three of its members~-- 
one of them should be a journalist an. two attorneys--and is chaired by the legal 
member with seniority, 


At an appropriate time before commen ing its investigation of a journalist, the 
investigating committee is to notity the board of the [press] union or the 
subsidiary board of the union, [ac one of the two boards is to delegate one of 
its members to attend the investiration, 


in case there is sufficient evidence to prove the incident attributed to the 
journalist, the chairman of the investigating committee may start proceedings 
for disciplinary action in front of the agency stipulated [for that purpose] in 
Article 81 of Law Number 76 for 1970 regarding the press union. 


Tae chairman of the investigating committee levels the charge against the journalist 
in front of the disciplinary board, The chairman of the investigating committee 
and the jo + tist have the right to appeal the decision of the disciplinary board 
to the appeais a. \ority stipulated in Article 82 of the aforementioned lav, 


Article Forty-Seven: The Supreme Press Council is to submit annual reports to the 
president of the republic t: include the conditions of the press, the questions 
it dealt with, any infringement upon its freedoms and the financial and economic 
conditions of the press organizations, 
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Article Forty-Bight: The Supreme Press Council issues the executive decree for 
this law. 


Section V: Interim Provisions 


Article Forty-Nine: Currently existing newspapers which are published by indi- 
viduals are to continue to be privately owned by these individuals, and they are 
to continue pursuing their activities until the death of their owners. 


Article Fifty: Permits for newspapers that have not been published on a regular 
basis during the } months that preceded the promulgation of this law are to be 
revoked, 


Article Fifty-One: Publication of newspapers that have not been licensed is to 
cease, 


Article Fifty-Two: Journalists who are working for 4 newspaper, 4 press agency 

or one of the agencies of the non-Egyptian media inside the Arab Republic of Egypt 
or abroad or who practice in any one of these agencies any activity on a continuous 
or intcemittent basis are to submit an application to the Supreme Press Council 
within 1 month of the effective date of this law to obtain permission to work, 


if they do not file an application to obtain permission during the aforementioned 
period, disciplimary measures are to be taken against them in accordance with this 
law. 





Article Fifty-Three: The chairmen and the members of the boards of directors of 
national press organizations and the editors-in-chief of national newspapers as 
well as current members of their editorial boards are to retain their positions 
until those who will assume those positions in accordance with this law are 
selected, 


Article Fifty-four: The Advisory Board takes the place of the Supreme Press 
Council in lexercising] its authorities until the presidential decree to form the 
Supreme Press Council is issued, 


Article Fifty-Five: Every text that violates the provisions of this law is null 
and void, 


Article Fifty-Six: This law is to be published in The Official Gazette, and it is 
to become effective 3 months from the publication date, 


The seal of the state is to be affixed to this lav, and it is to be implemented as 
one of its laws, 


Issued at the office of the president on 2 Ramadan 1400 (14 July 1980) 
Anwar al-Sadat 


8592 
CSO: 4802 END 
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